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After a 27 year long career of inflicting law and order and crunching crime as a public safety 
professional/first responder in a small town near Seattle, I retired from police work in 2020 
and moved to the mid-Pacific small tropical island of Maui and started a surf school and 
became a pro surf instructor, you know, as one does. But not on just regular old normal 
surfboards — I taught people how to ride new electric foilboards. Step one for me: learn how 
to, uh, ride one. This was a little difficult because I had no surf or even skiing experience at 
all. Also, I had to teach myself how to do to this. I estimate I fell off this thing about 1,500 
times in just the first year. But I figured it out! And became good enough at it to teach other 
people how to fall off! 
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I had first seen a working prototype of an efoil online in 2017. I was instantly intrigued 
enough to vow I would get one for myself after I retired and moved to Hawaii, even though I 
had never been on a surfboard before, or even a paddleboard. Oh and it cost $12,000 too. 
Minor details. A few months before moving to Hawaii, while fantasizing about moving there, 
it occurred to me that if I got TWO boards, I could get a side hustle going by giving lessons. 
That turned out to be just one of my best ideas ever. And my wife Susan agreed! 





Despite some other minor challenges like my complete lack of experience in starting and 
running a business, I persevered and figured out how to get all the necessary licenses, 
permits, insurance, etc. and I became an entrepreneur/successful small business owner, I 
made a ridiculous amount of money, and I had just the time of my life for a year and a half. 
That pretty much sums it all up. I took a lot of pictures along the way, and I present some of 
them here for you all now. And for future me, to preserve the remarkableness of it all. 





After settling down on Maui and getting an efoil board shipped to me, I started searching for 
a good beach, which wasn’t hard. I found a nice long sandy beach along Maalaea Bay which 
would suit my needs nicely — it was on the South side of Maui, between Kihei and Lahaina. 
The beach itself was called “Sugar Beach” not because the golden soft sand tasted like sugar, 
but because back in the old days a lot of the processed cane sugar was exported from a long- 
gone pier out to cargo ships. Before that, the US Army had used the beach during WWII to 
practice amphibious beach landings, in preparation for taking back south pacific islands 
from the Japanese. The beach was several miles long, with small parking spaces alongside 
the road every few hundred feet. Bonus: the commute to and from my condo was only a six 
minute drive each way, with just one traffic light. I set up shop at a spot adjacent to the Maui 
Canoe Club, which Susan then joined to do some fun outrigger canoe paddling. Random 
floating coconuts would occasionally wash up on the beach but there were unfortunately no 
palm trees near our location; the only trees present were invasive mesquite trees that had 
really large nasty thorns. 
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A few hundred meters past the canoe club was the Sugar Beach Resort, filled with 
vacationers. We’d ride back and forth out in front of their balconies, and needless to say we 
got a lot of our customers from there; most had never seen or heard of what an efoil was yet. 
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Electric foilboards were brand new technology back then. In fact, there were literally only a 
few other efoil owners on the whole island, so the new opportunity to ride one appealed to 
adventurous tourists and locals eager to try the latest and newest thrill. Bookings increased 
rapidly and I took on two business partners and a part time employee. Aloha Efoils was billed 
as "Maui's Premier Sugar Beach Efoiling Experience" and we quickly became one of the 
largest electric foilboard surf schools in the world - during a pandemic, even. 











We built a fleet up to ten boards (all paid off!) and we had enough extra batteries to teach two 
back-to-back two + hour long sessions in the mornings. Maalaea Bay was always too windy 
in the afternoons, so we started our first session at 7 am and a second session around 9 and 
always finished by noon. As the lead instructor I sometimes personally taught full lessons to 
a dozen new riders a day, and the other two owners taught their share. 





Here are my two handsome business partners, Nicho and Steve. I met them on the beach; 
they each had two efoil boards already and were doing demo rides to convince people to buy 
them; the commission for selling a board was an easy $1,000 so that was their angle. We 
agreed we could incorporate their side hustle into my business and with a handshake on the 
beach my business grew substantially. 
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Once we got our business license and permits, we started charging $300 per person for a 
session. I once had a high-end booking agent send us a group of three who wanted to pay 
extra for a “private” lesson which we were happy to accommodate at $400 per person. We 
gave out a lot of discounts but when large groups booked full price, our daily take home pay 
— after taxes and expenses - on a few occasions got as high as $1,000. Each. Not bad for 5 
hours of “work.” 
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On a slow day my two partners and I would sometimes bring home only a few hundred dollars 
each. Our business model was pretty simple: all that we really needed was the boards, a van, 
charged batteries, and safety gear. No other inventory, nothing to make, and no storefront. 





11 


Yeah, I was getting paid to play in the water. In Hawaii. A lot of my clients commented to me 
that it looked like I had just about the best job in the world. It was of course orders of 
magnitude better than my last one. In both, I got to help people. But this one..everybody was 
happy to see me, I was happy to see them, and everyone was having an absolute great time. 
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I always thought that if there was an association or convention or annual picnic of retired 
cops from, say the Puget Sound region, and they compared notes and awarded a prize or 
trophy or bragging rights to see who had the best post-retirement gig that year.. yeah, I would 
have definitely won it. 
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Aloha Efoils got rave reviews for our professionalism, world-class high quality of instruction, 
safety gear, fun vibes with low pressure, safety record, and every client got a warm fresh 
water shower rinsing after each session at my van. Which pleasantly surprised all of them. 
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I took photos of all my clients out on the water, which made me a professional action sports 
photographer, too. Neither of my business partners ever could figure out how to ride a 
foilboard and snap photos at the same time which is understandable; somehow I managed 
how to figure it out. With 40 to 50 new riders per week at our busiest, I was uploading and 
sharing literally tens of thousands of photos every month. I never charged extra for those; 
they were all free because I hate that business model where photos are taken but you have 
pay extra to get them. I’m pretty sure more than a few of clients used their pics for Christmas 
card highlights, and I know for a fact, hundreds of them made it onto various social media 
accounts. 








The women who wore bikinis might have attracted a little more of my attention and 
subsequently maybe a few more photos, yeah. They then posted them on social media, 
so...win-win for everybody. 
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Each rider got a couple hundred photos, and when they started to get really good at efoiling 
during the second half of their session I’d shoot some short videos of them. Guess what 
percentage of them noticed me filming and then immediately fell offP 
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Really, not a bad gig if you can get it. 
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These were my working conditions during the pandemic. Who do I complain to? 
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Bottom left pic includes a coconut that was hanging out on the beach, just waiting for some 
attention. 
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I used a lot of humor to put anxious riders at ease and I never rushed anybody or pressured 
them too much. The whole point was to have fun. 
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Sometimes I’d fire up a bubble machine. Because who doesn’t like bubbles? And if there was 
one thing I was serious about, it was making the entire experience fun. 
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Here is the waiver form I wrote. Most people just started signing without reading it, thinking 
it was the usual blah blah blah but I made sure they read the 2™4 paragraph. For larger 
groups I’d have one rider read it out loud for everybody else. Their reactions were hilarious. 
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ALOHA AE FOILS 


EFOILING WAIVER AND RELEASE AGREEMENT 


This is a release of liability and waiver of certain legal rights in consideration for my being permitted to 


ride an efoil today with Aloha Efoils LLC at Sugar Beach, Maalaea Bay, Maui. | agree to this waiver and 
release, | understand and acknowledge that efoil ng has inherent risks, hazards, and dangers that cannot 

entirely eliminated and | understand that like any open ocean recreation at tivity that includes speed 
and water; injury and/or death could result. | understand that riding an efoil board requires good physical 
conditioning, balance, flexibility, agility, coordination. stamina knowledge and skill. | understand that 
my participation in this activity is voluntary and | am freely electing to participate in spite of known and 
unknown likely and potential risks. |, for myself, my heirs, successors executors, and subrogates, hereby 
knowingly and intentionally waive and release, indemnify and hold harmless Aloha Ffoils, and | agree not 
to sue Aloha Efoils and/or its employees and agents as a result of any injury paralysis, or death suffered 
in connection with my efoiling session today. | have carefully read and clearly understand this agreement 
and release of liability and | freely and voluntarily sign this waiver and release because | really want to 


ride an efoil today! | understand and agree that any photos and videos of me efoiling may be used for 


MAUI 


promotional purposes, without monetary compensation. The next paragraph has some representative 
risks, hazards, and dangers that could be present today during my efoil lesson. | understand that this list 
is not inclusive and other dangerous known and unforeseen or unlikely events or situations could arise at 


any moment 


| understand that [| could fall onto the board and sustain scrapes, cuts, bruises, lacerations, broken ribs, 


¥ 
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broken teeth, paralysis or death. I could fall off of the board, hit the water hard and blow out an eardrum 
or hit my head on underwater coral or a random floating coconut. A dolphin or whale or spotted eagle ray 


SMEAR BEAC 


could jump out of the water and land on me. A barracuda could bite my face, A jellyfish could sting me. A 
shark could put part of my body in its mouth. | could get run over by another efoil, boat, ocean kayak or 
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canoe, a rogue wave could knock me over, | could drown to death, a fisherman could snag me with an 
errant fishhook, I could get seasick, | could get tangled up in a giant loose fishing net, a scuba diver with 
really bad aim could puncture me with a speargun, somebody flying a drone could fly it into the front of 
my head, there could be a kraken attack, or | could step on another sharp keawe thorn on the beach. Or 
you know, a bus could hit me when | leave. | understand that in the event of a water landing | could lose 
jewelry, sunglasses, hearing aids, contact lenses, false eyelashes, hair extensions. or my Rolex watch 


Name Phone: 

Age _ Weight Price paid Method of payment 

Signature Date 

| understand that if | crash/break an efoil, the minimum repair charge will be $250 initials 
Waiver for Minors: |, the undersigned, attest that lama parent/legal guardian/temporary guardian with 
legal responsibility for this participant and | do consent and agree to release and indemnify Aloha Efoils 
et al, from any and all liabilities incident to today's efoiling session for myself, my heirs, assigns and next 
of kin 


Signature Name & age of Minor 
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Every client who had nobody scheduled up next after them got my standard offer to stay out 
on the water as long as the board battery lasted, which for the lighter riders was sometimes 
almost 3 hours. Unlike just about every other efoil school which imposed an industry norm 
of strict cut off times after just 90, 60, or sometimes a measly only 30 minutes. Why stop a 
great time if there’s still battery juice left?! 








Each lesson started with what I called a pre-flight ground school briefing. It was a 15 minute 
course that I designed and refined to maximize success. I explained the basics of foot 
placement and balance, water safety instructions for coexisting safely in the presence of other 
boaters, and speed control techniques. I was able to very effectively teach people in 15 
minutes what had taken me weeks to figure out by myself. 
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I talked to each rider at length to determine their skill level, comfort level, and what kind of 
prior experience they had. Snowboarders and wakeboarders tended to do very well. I told 
everybody that about 80% of the skill needed was to figure out how to stand and balance on 
a moving board on the surface of the ocean, and the other 20% was mastering speed control 
with the handheld controller. I discovered that virtually every rider over 60 years old kind of 
sucked at the speed control aspect; probably because they did not play enough video games 
when they were younger. I also determined that any rider at, near, or over 200 pounds was 
probably not going to be flexible enough or limber enough to really master an efoil. 
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The wireless speed controller was pretty simple to use. A trigger controlled the throttle speed, 
either variable for very talented folks, or I could set a max speed and they could just hold the 
trigger down all the way and just keep it there and they would not go faster than 13 mph or 
so. Although the boards were capable of a screaming fast 25 mph, we limited everybody to 


under 15 mph, which was plenty fast enough and still too fast for some of the more timid 
riders. 
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Fortunately, one of the best things about efoiling was that falling off was always into warm 
tropical water, and high speed was not required to have a blast. Of course I had to push the 
envelope occasionally and one time when I did a face plant at 25 mph or so, the not-so-soft 
water impact caused immediate neck pain, a headache, and the top of each of my thighs got 
a massive bruise that lasted for weeks. All of my clients hit the water at a much lower speed, 
and virtually all of them were grinning when they came back up to the surface. 
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Here are some pre-flight group photos. I met a lot of interesting and fun people! 
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After the introductory beach lesson on the sand, we’d tighten helmets and life jackets and 
launch the boards out into Maalaea Bay. Sometimes there would be large waves crashing 
onto the beach, so I always carried the boards into and out of the surf so if anybody got hurt, 
it would be me. And it was me, more than once. The boards, each loaded with a 30 pound 
battery, weighed a total of 60 pounds and they were quite awkward to handle on land. If an 
incoming wave caught one sideways and started pushing it, there was no way to safely hold 
onto it without risking slicing one’s hand open on the mast or wings. Launching and 
recovering required practice and skill. And luck. 
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As you can clearly see, efoils have to go out upside down. Once clear of the shallow water 
and coral reefs, they can then be flipped over and turned on. 
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When the waves were calm, I’d have riders pose for a photo or two. In the distance on one 
side were the west Maui mountains peaking at 5,000 feet, and on the other side Mt Haleakala, 
at over 10,000 feet. 
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Maui sunrises sometimes looked like this during my commute and first session: 
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Here are some examples of bigger wave sets coming in that made my job a little difficult on 
occasion. There were a few times when we had to cancel sessions due to high surf. 
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Shorebreak waves 3 feet high were, as they say in Canada, No Bueno. Muy Dangeroso. 
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During very low tides, we’d have to get everybody out a good 150 feet or more before we could 
flip the boards over and be sure not to scrape coral. High tide was never a problem for us. 
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The flight instructors rode alongside each new rider and coached them along and we took 
frequent breaks to chat with the riders while they caught their breath. One aspect that 
nobody anticipated but quickly learned was that riding an efoil is a whole-body workout. 
Repeatedly falling off and climbing back on took a bit of effort, which is why I encouraged a 
full night’s sleep before, followed by a big breakfast. Riders who showed up hung over from 
too much partying the night before paid the price. 


HA 1199 CC’ 
, = 


ae 





After each session I’d go home and upload the photos and videos, and send a link to the 
clients. I took an average of 300 photos per person with my small waterproof camera. The 


wipe out photos were always a big hit; more than one person even used their crashing into 
the water photos as their facebook cover picture. 
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Each rider fell off, ’d say on the average about 8 times in the first hour, and maybe 5 in the 
2nd hour. Of course some doubled those numbers easily. The boards shut off automatically 
so they were always in easy reach to get back on quickly. 
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How many wipe out photos like these did I take? Thousands. This is just a very small 
sampling. 
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During the winter months when the air temperature was only in the mid-70’s, the water was 
always around 80 degreees or so. Yeah, the water was warmer than the air. 
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Actually, I deleted about 99% of all the photos I ever took — a quarter million+ photos was 


way too many to keep. Enjoy these few ones presented here; they'll give you an idea what it 
looked like to fall off an efoil. 
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When I got really good at riding these things, I could occasionally go a couple hours out there 
without losing my balance and falling off. But for most sessions, I’d fall off around maybe 
once every 45 minutes or so. Or if my mojo was off and it was wavy and windy, every 10 
minutes. My clients loved seeing me fall off; it always made them feel better. If they missed 
seeing me fall in, ’d point out my wet hair to them and ask them if they felt better seeing me 
all wet; they all said yes. 








If you're not thoroughly enjoying these rapid dismount water landing photos then you must 
be distracted. Because this is some funny shit right here. Did I ever fall off like thisP Of 
course! And every single wipe out photo here..yeah that was me at least a dozen times each, 


with variations. 
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Once out in deep water, I’d have most folks start out prone and get used to controlling their 
speed. The motor was pretty powerful, so it took everybody a few minutes to get used to 
squeezing the trigger a little bit and be instantly rewarded with more speed. We’d do a lap or 
two, then transition to Knees, and then try standing. To maximize their success and fun, | 
would accompany them out and help each individual rider dial in their technique and form. 
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Among my favorite memories of all time are the ones when I coached riders into the perfect 
technique and then saw the looks on their faces when they got airborne and started to fly 
over the water. The expressions of joy on their faces at that exact moment were priceless. I 
saw grown men whoop and holler, women squeal with excitement, and a few girls were 
laughing the entire session non stop from the start to the end, to include the time they fell 
off into the water. You ever seen people laugh underwater? I have, and it's hilarious. 
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When riders got good and wanted a challenge, I’d encourage them to see how slow they could 
go, or how tight of a turn they could make. This was a sport that was terrific fun not just at 
a crazy fast high speed, but also at a calm zen pace. It was possible to get the board up on 
foil at only around 7 mph. For some specifics about how to ride one of these things: The hand 
controller is for speed. Steering is simply leaning. To go from electric surfboard mode to flying 
on the hydrofoil wing over the water mode is accomplished by leaning back just the right way 
in the right place, based on one’ s size and agility. Obviously, the better riders had high levels 
of agility and balance and coordination and flexibility. 
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Best job I ever had! And did I get tanned! 
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My parking spot was pretty much right on the beach. At high tide time, the water would be 
away. The sand was always soft and warm. 


less than 30 feet 
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If you're operating a surf school, ya gotta have a surfmobile. Mine was a very integral part of 
the operation. I bought it used and removed all of the rear seats so I could slide up to 5 efoil 
boards in the back. The board mast and motor and wings can be disconnected for easier 
transport and storage but it was easier for me to just keep them all fully assembled. I later 
replaced the stock wheels on the van with bigger rims and all terrain tires, to sex it up a bit. 
First time in my life I had ever upgraded any wheels on a car of mine. Of course I bought the 
van plain white, and then added some graphics to attract attention. 
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I tried a few different interior configurations and finally settled on the perfect layout when I 
constructed a special cabinet/tray rig that rolled back and forth on wheels. When stowed, it 
was rolled forward up the backs of the front seats to make room for the boards loaded into 
the back. When the boards were removed and staged on the beach, the rig was rolled back 
to the tailgate and became my office where the forms were stored, the credit card reader for 
my phone, and a cigar box to store cash tips. The top of the thing held about 20 life jackets 
and helmets, and on the side there was a huge drawer holding a first aid kit, a bubble 
machine, DLNR/DOBOR forms and permits, tools and spare parts, and swag shirts and hats. 
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Between the two front seats I had a large RV water tank that held 26 gallons of fresh water. 
A 12 volt pump got the water to a shower nozzle at the end of the van, where we would rinse 
off each board at the end of day. They tended to get a little sandy and salty. 26 gallons was 
enough to rinse off about 10 boards and all of the riders. When I finished on the beach and 
drove home, I’d refill the tank from a landscaping water spigot next to my parking spot, using 
a garden hose I kept in the caddy drawer. By the next morning, the water was pretty warm. 
I was rather proud of the whole thing; it worked really well and kept all the gear organized 
nicely. 
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When I first started at what would become my permanent spot on the beach, I had to rake 
the beach pretty much every day to get rid of sticks and thorns and debris. As the weeks 
turned to months the crap on the beach was reduced greatly and to get my raking minutes 
in I started creating this simple spiral design into the sand, to create a little bit of ambiance. 
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Some people liked it so much they’d stop and take pictures, and compliment me. We had 
tourists strolling the beach just about constantly, and I knew what their most common 
questions were going to be before they asked them. Most folks had never seen a surfboard 
with a hydrofoil wing, and some folks could hardly believe their eyes when they saw the 
boards rise up out of the water effortlessly. If you don’t like people watching you while you 
work, do not get into this business. 
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Our safety gear included professional hi-vis surf helmets and matching PFDs that were 
literally the most buoyant model available on the market. They had been designed by and for 
white-water emergency rescue teams in very cold climates and conditions, so when I tagged 
the company one day on social media and they saw what I was doing with their gear they 
were well beyond surprised; I'm pretty sure that was the first time they had ever seen or even 
imagined women in bikinis in tropical water sporting their equipment. After they recovered 
and contacted me, I accepted their unsolicited offer of corporate sponsorship. 
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I chose this gear because I wanted the operation to look professional and the bright neon 
yellow made us really stand out. When other efoilers where in the area, it was pretty easy for 
us to see which ones were our clients and which ones were not. When I first started there, I 
was the only regular efoiler. As efoils became popular, new efoil owners realized that Sugar 
Beach was an excellent location, and I didn’t mind if they parked right next to me and 
launched pretty much in the middle of my operation. I remember on one busy Saturday 
seeing almost two dozen efoilers out in the bay. At which point the neon helmets and jackets 
made my job a lot easier. I also had a client once who was a helicopter rescue pilot; he 
confirmed the yellow color was way better than red or orange. When looking for bodies. 
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In less than two years I taught a LOT of people how to become efoilers. I personally instructed 
close to eight hundred people, one-on-one, full sessions. Sometimes I’d help out with the 
lessons that my two other co owners were teaching either right before or right after my 
session; so if we add in the shared lessons, then my total number is several hundred higher. 
Of relevant basis for my upcoming brag I'll add that efoils were invented and manufactured 
by owner Nick Leason in Puerto Rico. (Which means the boards are American made, btw) He 
told us that our commercial operation was the biggest one yet featuring that many of his 
boards. Soooo....I felt pretty qualified to consider myself at that time as being one of the top 
ranked electric foilboard instructors in the world. If I have to ever have to make another 
resume for anything..I think I'll lead with that. 








5/7 


My youngest solo rider was 9 years old. Kids younger than that would on rare occasions get 
a special tandem ride; I’d have them sit or stand on the front and I’d get in the back and 
control the speed and altitude for a couple of exhilarating laps. I had a lot of clients in the 
early and mid-70’s, and my oldest rider was a 78 year old woman who was a repeat customer. 
Or frequent flier, as we called them. On her third session I counted how many times she fell 
off in two hours - the total was 37 times. Which means she climbed back on 38 times. 
Because she was laughing so much at herself, I gave myself permission to also laugh, which 
normally you can't do when you see an old woman fall repeatedly. 





Two of my clients were 6' 8", two others were little people, (4'2" and 3'11") and three others 
were amputees. And a few of my clients were rich and famous. When I say "rich and famous" 
I mean the kind of people who had their own wikipedia pages, fan clubs, youtube channels, 
and TED talk videos..yeah, that kind of famous. Were any of them actual celebrities that 
you're familiar with? Yep! And when I say some were rich, I mean I taught a lot of millionaires, 
quite a few multi-millionaires, and two actual billionaires. A lot of my clients were sporty and 
athletic and tan and good looking, and there were a lot of surfer girls in cute bikinis. I had 
clients from a couple dozen foreign countries and just about every US state. And I taught 
some riders who then went on to start their own surf schools in other states and foreign 
countries. How cool is that?!? 
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Sometimes my lovely wife Susan would help out on the beach and we'd have tailgate parties 
with a tablecloth, music, banana bread and a bubble machine, malasadas, and mai tais. For 
some inexplicable unknown reason, marijuana was still illegal in Hawaii then, but it was very 
common for people to smoke it on the beach. Friends of mine who knew [| had been a cop and 
had put lots of people in jail for having it were impressed when I told them I didn’t care if 
they smoked it in my presence. Because I was retired! And living in Hawaii! 
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Some riders I taught loved it so much that they then bought their own efoils and became 
regulars at the beach with us. And family and friends would sometimes set up beach chairs 
and umbrellas to watch the show out on the water, which included of course the frequent 
wipe outs. When owners got new efoil boards with different wing configurations, they would 
always let the other owners try out their boards to feel the difference in handling. 
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I made a lot of cool friends there, including quite a few from foreign countries. 
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Because the efoil boards were expensive to own, those who did own one tended to be from a 
higher socio-economic demographic — lawyers, doctors, pilots, investment brokers, and tech 
guys. No beach bums. Which meant just about every efoil rider I knew was a very responsible 
rider and never did anything reckless or dangerous to piss off other boaters. I started a new 
facebook community group called “808 efoilers” to promote responsible riding and a year 
later it had almost 200 members, including owners and fans from the other Hawaiian islands. 
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Maui. One of the few places where you can see an efoil strapped onto the top of a Porsche. I 
didn’t have my camera ready that time, but I did get these pics: 
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A couple island guys bought knock-off efoils that were made in China. They were of course 
much cheaper (only $6,000) and so the quality was of course, uh..cheaper. The guys learned 
the hard way that there was a kind of significant design flaw -the deck latches could come 


undone and if the board flipped while out at sea, the battery would drop straight out and 
sink down to the bottom of the bay. So there’s that. 
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I was the second efoil school on Maui (missed being first by less than 3 months) but no more 
government permits were issued after mine so there was plenty of demand for our supply. 
Most of the people walking by on the beach from the nearby resort would stop and stare with 
amazement when they saw a foilboard rise up out of the water like a magic flying carpet, and 
it was not uncommon for motorists to pull over next to my van and get out and ask questions. 





About half of our clients had no comparable surfing experience but our success rate with 
them was well over 90%. We would hand out our business cards constantly on the beach 
and I even had waterproof ones for when I was out on the water and got inquiries from people 
passing by on outrigger canoes, kayaks, and stand up paddle boards. As the pandemic was 
brought under control and tourists started coming back in numbers to the island, a lot of 
them were ready to spend money and have fun. Aloha Efoils was there for them. 
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By the way, I always thought it was so cool that Maui was one of the very few places in the 
world where efoilers intermingled with outrigger canoes. In fact, there were three different 
Hawaiian canoe clubs just on Sugar Beach between Kihei and Maalaea. I made an extra effort 
to get along with everybody out there, and for the most part I was welcomed and tolerated. 
Although a few grumps did stop by to complain from time to time and say “I don’t want to 
look out there and see that.” Which always perplexed me, since the efoils made no wake, no 
pollution, and no noise. I learned that the reality is there are always going to be haters out 
there who will get mad when they see people having fun, or going fast, or going fast and 
having fun on a very expensive toy. 
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Susan joined the Maui Canoe Club right next door and she learned how to paddle a canoe. 
Which is harder than it sounds, because it required teamwork and coordination to steer the 
canoe, either a single outrigger or a double. In the back was the trained boat captain, who 
was responsible for paying attention to everything and making sure each crew safely 
launched and landed the canoes. In choppy waters and heavy surf, it was not unheard of to 
have accidents involving broken canoes and broken bodies. Since I was out there taking so 
many pictures, I became an unofficial photographer for the canoe club, and shared a ton of 
photos with them all, which was a first for them. 
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The Maui Canoe Club also had a sub-group called the Mana’Olana Pink Paddlers which was 
a group of cancer survivors. They rode in special pink canoes. Being on an efoil was a perfect 


way to take snapshots of them; I could circle around silently and get all kinds of interesting 
angles and lighting conditions. 
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During whale season, they could hear the whales vocalizing and the sound waves would come 
up right through the hulls of the canoes. They also saw dolphins and sea turtles, coral and 
fish, and manta and eagle rays. And rainbows. And efoilers. A lot of the canoe club members 
tried efoiling with me, some more than once. 
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Occasionally when the surf was high and landing the canoes was difficult, ’d run over to 
their area and help them quickly drag the heavy canoes up onto the sand. Like an efoil, if 
they got caught sideways in the surf there was no way to hang on to them or even be near 
them safely. The only thing more dangerous than being caught by a huge wave in waist-deep 
water is being caught by a huge wave with a large heavy awkward buoyant thing in the 
immediate vicinity. 
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When we had the rare available slots open in our schedule we'd book people right off the 
beach and make their day. Or their year. I heard back from more than a few folks that 
learning how to ride an efoil was beyond empowering for them — not only was it the highlight 
of their vacation; for some it was actually one of the most exhilarating experiences of their 
entire lives. Because they were surfing and flying at the same time! And unlike say, a zipline 
ride, when you're on an efoil you can control your speed, your direction, your turns, and you 
can stop whenever you want to take a break. You are in complete control and when you learn 
how to master the thing, it is one of the coolest sensations in the world to quietly and very 
smoothly literally fly almost 3 feet above warm tropical water. 
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Unlike my previous career, the percentage of clients who were happy to see me and listen to 
my advice was 100%. And now when I yelled at people about their speed, it was always along 
the lines of “Go faster! Speed is your friend! Speed is stability! Go faster!” 








Once I got really good at riding, I was able to turn off most of my brain and cruise on autopilot. 
At which point the soundtrack in my head was no longer Danger Zone or Thunderstruck -— it 
was Pink Floyd time. “Wish You Were Here” and “Comfortably Numb” were favorites. Because 
the riding experience became - and this is the best word to describe it — sublime. Very calm, 
very chill and smooth, just kind of floating above warm tropical water, almost silently...no 
wake, no exhaust, excellent visibility, and my eye level was almost 8 feet above the surface. 
It is a very unique experience. This was definitely one of the best times of my life. 











I remember one time when I was out there having just the best time of my life and I wondered 
if | was in fact having too much fun? Like, did I even deserve to have this much fun? And 
then I remembered a few of the miserable moments of my police career- like the times I had 
to start a day shift early at 3 in the morning during cold winter months, and the times I had 
to work late until 3 in the morning, and the times when the weather turned to shit during 
commuting hours, guaranteeing at least one car crash on the highway and subsequent 
lengthy investigation in the dark and in the rain..and all the injured and dead people I met... 
Yeah...I definitely deserved to have a good time flying over the ocean in Hawaii. So I made a 
point to be mindful and appreciate it all, and to take a few photos to help me remember my 


glory days when I get old and forgetful. 
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For those of you curious about the battery: They were heavy. And several thousand dollars 
each. Set into the top of the board, they were removable to be charged at home with a special 
AC charger machine, which took only a couple hours. Serious volts and watts and amps 
going on here. This was the key technology that made electric hydrofoils work. I estimated 
the cost to fill each one with fresh electrons from my condo outlet was under $2.00 each. 
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The battery and motor were very powerful. Occasionally I’d do a special demonstration and squeeze 


the trigger at all the way down on whatever board I was riding after hopping off. The board would 
immediately do this, which was both impressive and scary. 
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By the way, I’d like to take a moment and readily acknowledge that this whole account is 
sanitized and romanticized a bit. It’s still all non-fiction, but I’m skipping the parts about 
how running a business is hard work; physically and mentally. Behind the scenes is a never 
ending stream of figuring out taxes, permits, fees, logistics, social media accounts, website 
management, concierge and booking agents, gear, equipment, supplies, insurance, booking 
calendars and schedules, regulatory inspections, board registrations, credit card processing, 
advertising and marketing and promotion, LLC incorporation and management, forms and 
documents, emails and bills and phone calls and voicemails and texts and an accountant 
and equipment breakdowns and repairs and weather cancellations and pandemic tourist 
restrictions..the list goes on. Add in complications like fishermen who got mad when we 
snagged their fishing lines, whale warriors who thought we were going to run over a whale 
and I don’t know, uh..hurt itP and homeless encampments in our parking spots and 
lawmakers who wanted to ban efoils for no logical reasons. Yeah, I’m going to leave all that 
out but now you know that if you want to start a surf school, you will definitely have a lot of 
challenges in your way. Okay back to happy pictures of people having the times of their lives: 
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Aloha Efoils LLC had over 1,000 clients in the first 18 months. Pretty good for my first-ever 
attempt at running a business. 
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Learning how to ride an electric foilboard is, in a word: empowering. I saw many customers 
arrive on the beach quite nervous and apprehensive, and after they learned what I taught 
them they had an unforgettable unparalleled adventure and when they came back to the 
beach they were walking taller and just beaming with pride. That sense of accomplishment 
went back with them and stayed for a very long time after their vacations were over. Most 
people told me that they had thought it would be harder to master than it actually was and 
they were very pleasantly surprised. 
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When my favorite son and his handsome brother came out to visit us from Seattle, every day 
was Go to Dad’s Work Day. They learned quickly - much quicker than me. Because they had 
an excellent instructor and good genes. 








They then learned how to teach the safety lesson and coach new riders along out in the water, 
so I turned some of my lessons over to them. They both were great coaches and earned the 
right to wear my INSTRUCTOR life jacket. And when they got their first cash tips from happy 
customers, I told them that they could now put on their resumes that they had been 
professional surf instructors in Hawaii. How cool is that. 
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Here is Simon doing his thing. Bottom right photo, he’s on an extra-small board. More 
challenging to master, but also more fun because the smaller boards were more responsive 
and had a tighter turning radius. 
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We had several different board sizes, and we had a variety of configurations of hydrofoil wing 
sizes for different riding experiences. When new riders did really well on the bigger beginner 
boards, we’d upgrade them in the middle of the session to a smaller board for even more fun. 
I told them that the transition to a lighter board would include the following terms: “This 
smaller board is going to feel squirrely and spicy and playful. As you get used to it, it will 
become sporty and responsive and youl love it!” 
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Ok back to Simon, here he is coaching new riders along. The basic principles of efoil riding 
include the importance of maintaining speed and proper foot placement. Once your feet are 
in the exact right spot (which is different for every rider depending on their size and weight 
and skill) then the board can be raised up out of the water and back down by a very subtle 
shift in weight, usually just by bending the front knee. When a rider can find that sweet spot 
and be perfectly balanced, the weight shift is almost imperceptible and very subtle. 
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And here’s Carter. He did a great job teaching people how to ride efoils and made me proud. 
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Back in Washington, Carter’s next job was in fact as a kayak tour guide. 
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Carter did a very good job of keeping his eye contact appropriately aimed, even in these 
challenging conditions. 





There is nothing else quite like riding an electric foilboard above the water. As soon as you 
lean back a little and the board comes up off the surface, the splashing sounds go away, it 
gets really quiet, and the ride becomes super smooth, even in heavy choppy surf. It’s like 
riding a magic flying carpet. I had one rider from India exclaim to me - (read this next part 
in an Indian accent) “You.. you're like .. a white Aladdin!” 





Another great thing about efoiling, aside from the fact that wind and waves are not required, 
is that a rider can stop at any time and take a break. Unlike kiteboarding or sailboarding or 
wingfoiling - when you launch on one of those you’re kind of of committed to the ride and 
better hang on. Below, some examples of what we called board meetings. The instructors 
would share tips and techniques, or we’d just “talk story” and rest for a bit. If you ever hear 
me brag about having had several private board meetings with Jimmy Buffet, this is what 
I’m referring to. 
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Most people had never heard of or seen an efoil in action, so I got used to having an audience 
for a good part of my sessions, usually tourists walking by who would stop, sometimes with 
their mouths wide open, they'd point, and whip out their cell phones. Which would have been 
a bad sign for me in my previous career but this one was no problem. 
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Also unlike police work, all of my clients were happy to see me and talk to me, and when I 
yelled at them about speeding it was always "Hey! You are surfing and flying at the same 
time! Go a little faster!" Many of my clients gushed to me with admiration and jealousy about 
how it looked like I had one of just the best jobs imaginable, and I could never disagree with 
them. When old friends and family and former coworkers came to the island to visit and see 
first-hand what I was up to up, they were also quite impressed at my career change and 
business model. I had a few clients who were retired cops and firefighters; they more than 
anybody really appreciated what I had accomplished — I had captured lightning in a bottle. 








Other fun random facts from this time in my life: I went to work barefoot. I never used a 
towel to dry off after any session; the sun and warm air made towels completely not needed. 
I got used to being followed by drones; sometimes I knew who was flying them and sometimes 
I didn't. I only got hit with a stinging Portuguese man o' war jellyfish once, which is one of 
the unofficial surfing baptisms so that was kinda cool even though it hurt. Also on my brag 
list: I was one of the first efoilers ever to cross the Alalakeiki channel to Molokini and back. 
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All kinds of tour helicopters and military helicopters flew overhead regularly. I learned that 
looking up at them while trying to maintain an efoil at a steady level 3 feet above the water 
at speed are two very incompatible skills. Every now and then we'd see - both at a distance 
and sometimes very up close and personal —- humpback whales, green sea turtles, spinner 
and bottlenose dolphins, manta rays, monk seals, tiger sharks, coconuts, flying fish, sunrises 
and rainbows. And when the water was clear (and it usually was) we could see the coral reefs 
under us, with all kinds of colorful tropical fish. And about a mile offshore and 45 feet down 
was the visible wreck of a crashed WWII dive bomber, in pretty good condition. 
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So. That was my life as a surf instructor. At the end of 2021 Susan and I left Maui and moved 
120 miles away, which in Hawaii means we moved to a different island. We had grown tired 
of living in a very small condo. Even though it had a view of the ocean, it was just too noisy 
there. We sold our condo for a huge profit and found a really nice brand new house for sale 
on the Big Island for less than what we sold the condo for. Even though I had to hang up my 
efoil instructor hat and Susan gave up her paddling, we loved the idea of owning a house 
again, with property and a garage and no neighbors on the other sides of the walls. My Big 
Island adventures (so far) are another story, but not anywhere near as good as this chapter. 
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I sold my share of the business to my two partners and they took over the whole operation. 
As much as I loved my job and the fun and the money, it was still kind of a job. I now 
understand how business owners are lucky if they can go more than half an hour during any 
waking hour without thinking about some aspect of their business. 
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So now I’m really retired and I can ignore my email inbox for days at a time, and my phone 
rarely rings which, turns out, is how I like it. I'll wrap up this narrative and finish with more 
pics because I have a ton more good ones to share, along with some of the reviews left from 
my satisfied customers. 
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For anyone wanting to glide across the water on their own two feet (or even sitting) this new e-foil thing 
is a must do! Early morning meet with the instructor at the beach for overview and safety briefing, then 
practice at your own pace in almost swimming pool conditions. My wife and I had an awesome experience 
learning to e-foil at Maalaea bay. As a professional scuba diving instructor, I was quite impressed with 
Nick's attention to safety, encouragement, and ensuring we had a great time@ Mark C 
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Oh man.. I had my first lesson today and I haven't had that much fun since I was a little kid! Nick is so 
supportive and stays right with you. I can t wait to go again! Amanda 


a 
= * > , ar 
o et, oe 

- — = 

















100 


Nick and his wife Susan are my kind of Maui people! They take Aloha to the next level. Feel safe and 
sound with Nick. He is a great teacher and hilarious! Lots of FUN and LAUGHS. Til next time!!! Aloha 
friends - Seneca H. 
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Looking for some spring break fun and this lived up to the hype! It was super fun and a great experience 
for our family! Nick, Steve and Nicho were very helpful, positive and encouraging. We highly recommend 
Aloha Efoils. We may have to consider the frequent flyer deal! Thanks for making our day! Adrienne 
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Went out with Nick a few days ago, perfect conditions in the morning. A bit of learning curve in the 
beginning, but Nick was a great coach and was able to walk me through each step of the way ensuring I 
was able to stand up and ride! What a crazy experience it was once you re able to finally stand up. All 

the kudos to Nick for being patient and being there every step of the way. Would highly recommend 
checking him out, and I will be definitely letting my friends and family know where to go for the best 

time ever! Thanks again Nick, what an amazing time! Casey M 
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Thank you Nick for such an amazing efoil experience. I felt comfortable getting out there from start to 
finish. Nick was recommended to me by a friend who also had a great experience. After reading about 
Nick's experience and what he does I was ready to try it. Before I took my lesson, I watched a couple 
friends do theirs and I knew I was in good hands. We all have different levels of learning and skill or 

lack of skill but all of us felt comfortable to get out there and do it. We quickly gained confidence to get 

up and we all did! But of course, wipeouts are part of the plan. Don't worry, Nick goes over that part too. 
He also provided a life jacket and helmet. We all successfully went through the session, stood up and 
rode (99% got lift and rode it) without any type of injury; I'm sure thanks to Nick's thorough safety 

briefing. Nick stayed within a safe distance while encouraging us, giving advise on how we could improve 

and taking pics and video. I'd remind you to smile for the camera but I'm positive once youre out there 

riding you wont need that reminder. I had a hard time not smiling even when I wiped out. The photos and 

videos he takes of the flails, falls, progress and success are awesome too. I highly recommend a session 

with Nick@ Alohaefoils. If you kind of want to do it but you don't think you can or maybe have a fear of 

it then I recommend Nick even more. He makes it feel safe enough and it's lots of fun! Twolia 
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Wonderful experience, highly recommend this to anyone that's interested in doing something different 
from the norm! Nick does a wonderful job of safely teaching folks how to successfully ride one of these 
eFoils. In addition, Nick will do his best to take some photos and videos, not only the successes, but some 
of the failures too (everyone will have a good crash or two that they Il want to share with their friends 
and loved ones). One of the most exciting activities one can do here on Maui! - Tim S. 
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Best... Day... EVERI!! Weare on cloud 9. Flying over the water was exhilarating and soooo much 
FUN! Mahalos Nick for taking such great care of my kiddos and I. Our memories of this day are etched 
on our hearts and cant wait to go again! Blown away at how many great pictures we have to forever 
enjoy as well! What a great day filled with lots of laughs, beauty, and adrenaline! Mucho Aloha, - 
Momma Suz, Carson, & Madi 
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Just stepped off one of the funnest boards I've ever ridden! I was a bit skeptical at first. I have ridden 
plenty of water crafts, from surfboards, to wake boards, skis, OC-1, etc. How fun could an e-foil really 
be? OMG. Grinning from ear-to-ear for hours kind of fun, that's how much. The guys at Aloha put ona 5- 
star show. We arrived at 7am and got a quick but fun briefing on how to work the foil and some tips on 
how to get the most out of the experience. Within 15 minutes we were on the water and, well.... foiling! 
Even those that had no board experience were up and riding quickly. another 20 minutes I was making 
smooth turns and zipping right along. The location is nothing but breath-taking. It was an ethereal 
experience for me, kinda like riding a magic carpet across the sea. Waaaaaay better than expected! I 
thought I'd be out there for days, but after a couple hours on the water we were all ready to come in; 
you definitely get your money s worth here. Back on shore I was greeted by high-fives and fresh water 
to shower off. When I arrived home, I had an entire album of photos to share with my friends. Totally 
over-the-top service with these guys. Mateo M. 
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I went out this morning and was able to ride both the large board and the smaller, faster board. 
Seriously, the best time. Nick had to remind me it was an eFoil, haha (hint hint, get higher off the 
surface, Rochelle ) You really do have better control for turning when you are higher up, & the faster 
you go, the more stable it gets. Nick is great at instructing, he's patient, and funny too! He is genuinely 
excited for your success on the board. His passion and aloha spirit shine through! Mahalo for an awesome 
day & for "checking" my controller, nice trick!! Look ma, no hands. Rochelle M 
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If you want to try the foiling experience give Aloha Efoils a try. Fun, professional, and you won t stop 
smiling:) I have been out a few times with Nick and each time I finish, I cannot wait for the next efoil 
experience! Aloha Efoils is great for beginners and more experienced foilers that just want to ride 
without the need for a kite, wing, or wave...:) - Madilyn H. 
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I had a fantastic time again today on the eFoil even with the wind factor. I loved leaning into the wind on 
my turns & then continuing to ride into it. Felt like I was going 100mph (but I wasn't ©) I imagine I 
was like a dog with my head out the window cruisin down the highway, happy as a clam. Nick gave me 

great pointers for my third time ever being on the board. I highly recommend signing up multiple times, 
if available, because you re going to want to do it again & again!! When I learned to snowboard, I signed 
up for 3 days of lessons in a row. No matter what, though, you will have a blast! Nick is a fun & 
encouraging instructor. Rachael 














Had a great time trying out the E-Foil under Nick's guidance and supervision. The experience will have 
you smiling and laughing the whole time. If you are a visitor to Maui, you must give this a try. And of 
course, kama'aina too. Keith from Paia 
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Can't say enough about these guys. This was our first time trying this and we had an absolute blast! 
Nick gave us great instruction and made us feel safe by being out on the water right there next to us. 
Wonderful experience from start to finish! - Garen W. 
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I had an Efoil lesson with Nick and couldn't believe it when I could stand up and glide on my first 
attempt! I had never been ona foil anything ever before so I was pretty surprised! Nick's instruction is 
very clear and the emphasis is very much on safety and really just having fun! I highly recommend trying 

Efoiling with Nick, you will be very happy that you did! Caz 
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Thank you so much Nick for the fun lesson and ride on the e-foil!! I felt safe with the e-foil and once 
you get the hang of it you progress fast!! I highly recommend trying this new sport in Maui, I had an 
awesome and fun session!! Rainbows were the bonus! — Hillary 
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Aloha! I had seen videos of people E-foiling and always wanted to try! I was beyond stoked when I got 
connected with Nick and Aloha Efoils. Nick is an excellent teacher and with his instruction I was foiling 
above the water on my first day! I can t think of a better way to spend a morning than cruising around 
South Maui on the best efoil on the market (Lift Brand, look them up). I was hooked after my first 
lesson. I highly recommend taking a lesson with Nick to anyone who wants to experience foiling! 5 star 
lesson and experience. Nick is also kinda cool too :) Judah 
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My husband and I did a session with Nick and it was a blast! Nick is an excellent instructor giving clear 
directions with emphasis on safety. He made sure we were having fun and making progress. The e-foil is 
an amazing invention, and within one session we were gliding above water. It felt like flying. Such an 
awesome new way to enjoy the water. Mahalo Aloha E-foils! Cordia Wan 
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Incredible!!! Would rate 10 stars! They were extremely helpful and even though it got a bit windy with 
bigger waves we still had a blast and learned how to do it very quickly with their instruction!!! Would 
100% go again and it was extremely fun! - Shay M. 
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I have had 2 sessions with Nick. He is so cool and down to earth, not to mention funny as hell. He makes 
learning to EFoil a blast and an experience you will always remember. You will definitely want to come 
back for more ride/fly time over the water. I recently took my 13 yr old babysitter and she had such a 
blast. He stayed with her the whole time making it a super fun experience she will never forget and 
definitely wants to do again. If you live here or just visiting I highly recommend looking aloha efoils up 
and having a blast with Nick. -Suzi H. 
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Amazing experience first time e-foiling with Nick! He's a great teacher so we picked it up quick! We even 
lucked out and some whales were breaching. What! Doesn't get much better than this! Lauren 
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One of the best decisions I've ever made was to try out the electric E-foil! Literally flying on the water 
gives you the ultimate adrenalin rush and the CEO Nick couldn't be better! He's voice is very calm and 
gives you lots of encouragement. I was flying after 20 minutes! Thank you Aloha E-foils for a wonderful 
experience! Sara 
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This is by far the best water sport lesson I have ever taken, with the best instructor! I highly 
encourage both locals and tourists to book their session ASAP. Nick was so thorough in teaching the 
steps to eFoiling, and the safety. His instruction and tips made learning fast. I was able to stand after 
my 2nd run, and felt safe the entire time! Thank you so much Nick for such an unforgettable experience. 
Now I need to start saving for an eFoil! Kristen 
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Aloha Efoil was the highlight of our recent trip to Maui! Our group of four had a blast with Nick, Steve, 
Nicho and Keoni. These guys really took care of us, they not only made sure we were safe and gave us 
tips to improve our form but made it fun all at the same time. They even shared an entire album of 
photos of us in action. It's been a few days since we got back but we're still talking about our 
experience and trying to find a place near us on the east coast to Efoil because we re hooked! Definitely 
try Aloha Efoils, you won t regret it! - Linda B. 




















We did a session with Nick, and had a blast! Nick is a great instructor giving clear directions and 
emphasized safety. My husband and I got the foil to fly first session, it was an amazing sensation and so 
much fun. What a beautiful way to enjoy the ocean. Highly recommend! - Cordia W. 
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I had the best time! It was so amazing and awesome! I would totally go again! I saw a turtle, fish, and a 
couple whales way out but it was great to see when I was riding! - Audrey Taylor 
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Had a super first session learning to ride an efoil. As a kiteboarder, snowboarder and wakeboarder, I 
was really jazzed to try a motorized foil board. And with Nick's excellent instruction, both my spouse 
and I got to (1) balance on a board at controlled speed (you hold the control in your hand and press a 
trigger button), (2) carve turns (3) move from a kneeling to standing position. Nick takes a lot of fun 
photos and videos--including an epic one with a rainbow as backdrop. Highly recommended and should be 
on everyone's bucket list! Amy S. 
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This company is awesome, it’s so much fun and the crew works hard to make everyone maximize the fun. 
I went last Wednesday and it was so much fun I came back several days later on Saturday. It was 
interesting to see both Tourists and local people. Efoiling is A great way to dial-in balance and time up on 
the “foil.” If you are learning other foiling sports like winging, SUP foil, or prone (surf) foil, you can real 
experience and feel the balance technique and issues with the efoil. That being said, it is simply a fun 
watersport where you can feel how the foil makes it feel as the board has “no" resistance (drag) from 
the water. Your gonna fall; I did. But it can be safe; listen to the safety and instructions. Yes, watch 
videos listed on website. I thought the videos they recommend to see were very helpful. Two hours is a 
great and fun amount of time. Don't be surprised if you don't have the two hours of stamina. The location 
is one of the best areas for smooth water and low to no wind early. I could tell you I had fun, but it was 
even better than that. Outstanding! That's why I was back today. Mahalo. - Matthew K. 
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Aloha Efoils is a must do activity on maui . I just finished up a Efoil lesson With Nick. I didn't know what 
to expect at first I was just hoping to be able to stand up and ride. After a 15 minute lesson on the 
beach I was riding on my knees and up to my feet within minutes and then actually foiling above the 
water. Once you get the board up and foiling above the water it’s like standing on a magic carpet and 

flying ,;what an amazing feeling ,a smile just grows across your face. This is a great activity for the whole 

family I will be bringing my wife and kids out here very soon. Thanks for the great experience at Sugar 
Beach, what a way to start the day , looking forward to another session with the family very soon. 
Mahalo Nick. - Jim S. 
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I would rate them a 10 if I could. My wife and I had a fantastic experience efoiling with the team at 
Aloha Efoils. It was our first time efoiling, and we not only felt safe but had a blast. Steve, Nick, and 
Nicho really took care of us and went above and beyond with everything. They even sent a full album of 
pictures for us filled with action shots and videos. We had such a great time efoiling with the team that 
we went back for another session with them. Definitely a highlight on our trip to Maui. - Wallis L. 
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Hi Nick, thank you for the lesson on Thursday, you were very patient and Thorough on the 
safety talk and going over the features of the EFoils. Once i was out on the water i felt prepared 
to ride. I feel i did well and was getting the hang of it in short order.it was a beautiful day and 
had a lot of fun. Nick was right there along side to give pointers and had a lot of pictures he took 
to laugh about. I took top honors in being the oldest male so far so lets see if there's any other 
older duffs out there. You'll love it. Thanks again Nick, Bill M 
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Nick was an amazing instructor. He is very patient and professional in getting you up and teaching 
you to foil. He is so fun to work with. If your ever in Maui you definitely should book a session 
with him for a unforgettable flying experience. Suzi Holden 
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Wow, what an amazing experience. I loved efoiling, and I highly recommend Aloha Efoils. Book with them, 
seriously, you will not be disappointed. Where to start. First off, this place oozes with professionalism, 
and safety is clearly of the utmost importance for everyone on their team. The equipment was also top 
notch and well taken care of. The safety demo is brief, yet comprehensive, and they provide riders with 

everything they could need (helmets, life vest, and even a cold shower afterwards!) The staff to student 
ratio is great, and they seem to intuit who might need more help, and assist when needed. I experienced 

this firsthand. When I got there, I didn t think I was nervous, but my body language must have 
indicated I was, so I was given extra attention initially. The one-on-one time allowed me to get 
comfortable withe the controls, and within a few minutes I was standing and foiling! Aside from the 
professionalism, this is just a great team of people and their whole philosophy is infectious. For example, 
they take photos of everyone as they ride and share them, for FREE! This was hands down one of the 
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Wow! I had an absolute blast over at Sugar Beach with Nick and his Lift efoil. He is doing 
everything right with Aloha Efoils. Starting with the best equipment and explaining in detail how 
they operate and going over all safety standards start to finish. He was just terrific with all 
instructions and out there on the water to help and encourage my progress and taking lots of 
pictures. Thanks again Nick, I'm sure I Il see you around. It's a small island. David Rusty Kirby 
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I was pretty nervous about trying this new sport. The thought of holding the controller in my hand and 
having a motor capable of going 25mph at my feet with a post and fins in either direction had me 
shaking. I had visions of the board taking off without me and or running me over but the equipment is 
fool proof and insanely well made and the owner, Nick, is patient, thorough, fun to work with and very 
kind. We had an incredible experience. My legs found muscles they never knew they had and I can't wait 
to fly over the water again. What a euphoric feeling!!! Thanks SO much Nick and Aloha eFoils That was 
the best experience I've had in ages. Mahalo Kara J. 
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I'll start by saying this is a MUST-DO whether you re visiting Maui or a local. Nick is fun, encouraging, 

professional, and everything you would want in an instructor. Efoiling has helped my wing foil confidence 

since I've never foiled before. I was up and zipping around in the first 10 minutes. 5 star service and 5 
star experience. Call Nick and get out there people! Rose 


ape 


ees 
ree 
are 
=F 


EFOILS Ji 
citi. an 




















134 


Wonderful experience, highly recommend this to anyone that's interested in doing something different 
from the norm! Nick does a wonderful job of safely teaching folks how to successfully ride one of these 
eFoils. In addition, Nick will do his best to take some photos and videos, not only the successes, but 
some of the failures too (everyone will have a good crash or two that they Il want to share with their 
friends and loved ones). One of the most exciting activities one can do here on Maui! Tim S 
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I tried efoiling, for the first time, this AM with Nick, on Sugar Beach. It was a blast! Nick was 
encouraging and positive throughout. Feeling grateful for his time, patience and coaching. It all helped a 
lot! I'm 65, and not a surfer. I had no expectations going into this. It took me a few tries, but I was able 

to stand up and ride around comfortably, after a few graceful (not!) falls. Ended my lesson injury free, 
so extra happy for that. Can t wait to efoil with Aloha efoils again soon! Appreciation, Merry 
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My 17 year old daughter and I took an foil lesson with the team and they did an excellent job. They 
focus on safety first and we felt very comfortable. We both surf and snowboard, so I'm sure that 
helped, but I don't think experience is necessary. Each of us were up and foiling pretty fast. Awesome 
time!! You have to give it ago. Michael D'Addario 
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I've gone efoiling twice now with Nick and had such a good time. Nick is patient and has a great sense of 
humor. I'm not exactly a natural, but with his help I've managed to get the board up out of the water and 
there is nothing like that feeling. It's a total rush. I can't wait to go out with him again! Kerith 
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Hands down the most fun I've had ina long time! My friends and I booked a 7am slot and after a short 


lesson we were all cruising the coast on efoils. We had so much fun and look forward to coming back! 
Thank you Aloha Efoils Carl K. 
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Nick is the best! Wonderful, fun, patient teacher. So grateful to be Aloha Efoiling on Maui with Nick! 
- Susan F. 
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E-foiling was a blast thanks to Nick. He's a great instructor and all around good guy! You will have a blast. 
It's a must-do for locals and visitors alike. Mahalo, Nick! - Jacob W. 
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Absolutely Amazing Experience! You will love Nick! He is kind, laid back, and very professional. He lets 
you take your time to get used to the foil and makes the whole experience fun. I highly recommend 
Aloha Efoils, whether you are a beginner or you have foiled before. No experience needed and be 
prepared to have an incredible time:) Lisa Stutey 
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This is so much fun! I was also terrified to try this but it's a hoot! really not too hard of a learning curve 
and Nick is fantastic. He's out in the water with you offering feedback and tips as you learn. entire 
experience was so much fun. highly recommend as a great way to spend a day on the water. eFoils maui is 
a really personable experience and makes trying something new fun! Ben 
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Nick was a great teacher, he made it fun and easy to learn! What an amazing feeling to learn to fly 
across the water Nick was professional with good equipment, respectful of other people using the beach 
and made sure it was a safe experience for everyone. So awesomel!! Highly recommend!! Kiana 
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Aloha, if you want a truly one of a kind experience here on Maui E-foiling is the way to go. Beautiful 
mountains for back drop, crystal clear warm water, amazing reefs for miles while you glide along the 
surface of the water. Great for all ages and abilities and once you grab that trigger and start moving hold 
on, you are in for the ride of your life! Dave M 
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Efoiling with Nick was a BLAST! He is a skilled instructor, and funny too! This was such an epic 
experience, I can t recommend it enough! Jason King 




















We had an epic morning with Nick at Aloha Efoils!! He made us feel super comfortable, explained 
everything really well, and was very encouraging on the water. It was not nearly as challenging as we 
thought, and instant fun! We were both smiling and loving our session. He also gave us a bunch of fun 

photos and videos to remember this rad experience. Mahalo Nick!!! Chris Bramley 
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Personalized service and instructions... Professional, efficient and all safety protocols covered... 
I've been foiling for about a dozen years on every different apparatus possible and as far as a 
personalized experience for foiler of any level give Nick a call...Even the before and after sessions just 
talking story on the beach were fun! Pictures and videos are shared same day...From start to finish I 
was very impressed and am a more than satisfied customer...Foilicious experience!!! Arthur W 
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Learning to eFoil was the perfect dad and daughter day. It was a blast!! Nick was the most amazing 
instructor, patient and right there with direction. The entire experience from the time you sign up is 
filled with instruction laced with fun. The location is perfect and beautiful. We would do this again and 


again with Nick but feel like we learned enough to try it on our own if we could find an eFoil. Nick is 
seriously funny too. See if you can find the Flux Capacitor! Barbie 
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Nick is awesome! He had a safety first approach, very clear instructions, high quality gear, rode 
alongside you for complete support, and took tons of photos and videos! This is the quickest, easiest and 
most fun way to learn to foil. AMUST DO ACTIVITY on Maui! Michele & Jordan 
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Aloha! Nick is a great instructor! My friend and I had the opportunity to try this today and it's amazing. 
This was our very first time and Nick had both of us standing up and foiling in less than an hour. Nick 
takes his time with riders individually to make sure that they get the basics and the most out of their 

ride. Everyone NEEDS to try this! Chris Hayes 
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E-foiling with Nick is designed for maximum fun. No matter your experience level, after a couple of 
warm-up rounds you will be flying across the water, carving turns like a snowboard in fresh powder, with 
the feeling of riding an endless wave even when there are no wind or waves. It's smooth, fast, and will 
make you smile for days. I am hooked. After this experience I am super motivated to learn kite foiling 
next. THANKS Nick! Julia 
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Nick is totally committed to your success and he is such an easy guy to talk to. Incredibly stoked to have 
something like this for locals to enjoy. Had a blast with my boy Chris Hayes and we both got some legit 
foil action in during our first lesson! Definitely take the time to ride with Nick. You won't be 
disappointed! Russell Adkins 
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I admit I was a bit dubious that efoiling could be fun for a beginner, but Nick was so clear, helpful and 
good-natured that the lesson went way beyond my expectations. I'm hooked! I needed something “new,” 
and this is it. Tons of fun. You won't regret it. In fact, you might get hooked! I am... Ali 
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Thanks so much Nick for the amazing introduction to the Lift E foil! I'ma first timer to foiling and with 
Nick's easy going nature and focusing on safety first and the basics I was able to progress to actually 
getting up and foiling even on a marginal bumpy day out there! Tried 2 different size boards and learned 
alot about the sport. Would definitely recommend Nick as your choice to try this new and exciting sport! 
I will for sure try this again! Mahalo Nick! Mike from Kihei 
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Best... Day... EVERI!! Weare on cloud 9. Flying over the water was exhilarating and soooo much 
FUN! Mahalos Nick for taking such great care of my kiddos and I. Our memories of this day are etched 
on our hearts and cant wait to go again! Blown away at how many great pictures we have to forever enjoy 
as well! What a great day filled with lots of laughs, beauty, and adrenaline! Mucho Aloha, Suz, Carson, & 
Madi 
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A great experience learning how to efoil with Aloha Efoils! Nick was a fabulous instructor that brought 
great fun and professionalism to the experience! A must try when visiting! - Alana D. 
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This was a fantastic experience! Nick was a great and patient teacher. He's right beside you every step 
of the way. The pictures and videos make it a lasting memory. My son and I highly recommend. Five stars 
for sure. Barbara 
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This is the second time I have been out with Nick. He Rocksl!!! I was up and Flying like a G. Definitely a 
must do with this guy! Suzi 
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This was so fun I even went back for a second try and it was even better than last time. It feels like 
flying only better and it is so easy to do for the first time. With Nicks help anyone can enjoy them 
selves. I had the best time, thank you nick!!! Sebastian 
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Great time foiling with these guys. Super friendly and fun, and up and foiling in the first lesson! Highly 
recommended. - Andrew L. 
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Amazing experience first time e-foiling with Nick! He's a great teacher so we picked it up quick! We even 
lucked out and some whales were breaching. What! Doesn't get much better than this! - Lauren L. 
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Nick, Steve and Nicho were great. My son and I really appreciated the experience and highly recommend 
aloha efoils. - Andrew M. 
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Nick is awesome! He had a safety first approach, very clear instructions, high quality gear, rode 
alongside you for complete support, and took tons of photos and videos! This is the quickest, easiest and 
most fun way to learn to foil. AMUST BDO ACTIVITY on Maui! - Jordan H. 
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Big fun! If you haven't tried e-foiling you're missing out! The guys give great instruction and their launch 
spot is easy in and out. We had an absolute blast! Thank you!! - Blake H. 
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Nick took me out for 2 lessons and I was up and flying over the water within 20 minutes! Great teacher, 
awesome equipment, and he made me feel safe! Will definitely be trying it again in the future! Emily 
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Nick and Steve are just great people. Great instruction, extremely helpful, patient and alert to each 
riders individual needs. Highly recommended for any with water skiing or wakeboarding experience, very 
fun, awesome time! Thanks for a great Maui experience!! - Bill 
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